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ENGLISH

N Hello! Dear listeners, the weather has gotten quite cold, hasn't it? Make sure you don't
catch a cold, especially when you go out, you need to dress warmly! Today is the second
time in our <Everything About Korea Series>. I'm going to introduce you to the cafe culture
in Korea. It would be boring if | just talked by myself, wouldn't it? So, we have invited Mr.
Jin as a special guest.

Hello, &I ! Please start with introducing yourself.

J Hello, nice to meet you all! My name is Kim Jin-Gyu, but you can just call me &/,

N Pleasure to meet you too!

Today, we're are going to talk about Korean cafe culture. Did you often go to cafes when
you lived in Korea?

J | went quite often actually. | usually went to cafes to work alone or to meet friends. Also,
since | don't drink (alcohol) much, | prefer going to cafes and talking with my friends
instead.

N | can relate to that. Since | also don't drink (alcohol), | feel like there's no better place than
a cafe when I'm meeting with friends. &1, what do you usually order when you go to a
cafe?

J In the past, | used to drink The-famous-iced-Americano, but these days | like the creamy
feeling of milk, so | tend to order various kinds of lattes. What do you usually have when
you go to a cafe, LI S #?

N | usually drink warm oat lattes to take care of my throat. However, what | order changes
depending on the season. Isn't it great that there are so many types of milk these days?
Up until a few years ago, there were only low-fat or non-fat milk options. &4, do you
order differently when you go alone than when you go with friends? When | go with a
friend, | always order dessert, so | often end up ordering an Americano.

J Right! It seems like just 7 or 8 years ago, cafes only had regular milk. That's why I'm so
happy now.

Right, haha, dessert is a must when going with a friend! | think | always order dessert,
whether | go to a cafe alone or with friends because | get hungry if | stay for a long time.
And | always make sure to visit a cafe in a new neighbourhood whenever | go to one. It's
fun to see the atmosphere of the cafe and try the unique desserts they offer. What kind of
cafes are trending in Korea these days?

N Recently, it seems that cafes where you can enjoy an ‘aesthetic’ atmosphere, rather than
the food or drinks, are becoming more popular.

Just last week, | met one of our students who was travelling in Korea. We had a meal and
then went to a large cafe nearby. This cafe had a variety of dessert menus, fantastic
interior, and a forest view, almost flawless. As soon as we entered, ordered at the counter,
and sat down, | noticed that almost 90% of the groups were walking around after placing
food and drinks on the tables, taking lots of photos. So, | think places with great interiors
and views, suitable for posting on social media, are attracting a lot of people. In other




words, cafes with a sentimental ‘aesthetic’ vibe seem to be in trend.

Right! They're often referred to as 27 & JtH|" in short. Especially in the past few years,
cafes that have been converted from old, used factories have become another trend. |
think this is a great idea. They retain the feel of the old days, and the furniture can also be
recycled, which | love. There are a few abandoned factory cafes | like. There's one called
‘OHE 2{ AtO| E.' It is in Hapjeong-dong, Seoul. It's an old factory that used to make shoes.
LI 2", if you have time, you should visit there. | also want to recommend it to your
subscribers, whoever is going to Korea. Just be aware that it can get very crowded on
weekends, so try to pick a good time to visit.

| don't live in Seoul, so | didn't know such places existed! I'll definitely have to visit when |
go to Seoul! These days, there are also more ‘unmanned’ cafes. & 24, what do you think
about this?

Unmanned cafes? | haven't been to one, but I've seen many people going to them these
days. With the increase of kiosks in stores, they are now easily found in cafes. In the cafe,
with just one kiosk, you can easily buy yourself coffee. In terms of convenience, it seems
really great. But | think from a foreigner's perspective, the absence of a person making the
coffee might feel a bit unfamiliar. By any chance, do you know if the unmanned cafe is
open 24 hours?

| haven't been to an unmanned cafe yet. But out of curiosity, | searched and found that
most of them operate 24 hours. I'm from Malaysia, and when | left the country, we didn't
have such unmanned stores. So, | would like to visit one and experience it if | get the
chance. I'm curious about what changes will come in the future of cafe culture as more
diverse types of cafes appear!

Everyone, today I'm going to wrap up the second episode of <Everything About Korea> on
LangSnack. Thank you to &I and for giving us a glimpse into the beautiful world of
Korean cafes. If you liked today's episode, please press the subscribe button and look
forward to our next stories. And &I, could you say a few words to our subscribers?

Thanks to LI ZM, | got to be on a podcast for the first time, and it was really fun. I'm not
sure if the subscribers enjoyed it though. Anyway, | hope the introduction to Korean cafes
was interesting, and I'll see you all again next time! Goodbye!




